FCC MERGER CONDITIONS





Note:  Below is an overview of the conditions made in connection with the SBC/Ameritech Order, CC Docket No. 98-141 (later referred to as the FCC Order).  Be sure to become familiar with this Order to better understand its potential effect upon your company.  For the overview that follows, the respective paragraph reference to the FCC Order – Conditions (Attachment 3) is provided in parentheses.  All merger conditions will be effectuated in accordance with and subject to the terms and conditions set out in the FCC Order.  If you have any questions, please contact your Account Manager.





Prior to the merger closing date, Ameritech has:





Collocation





filed a collocation tariff and/or offered amendments to interconnection agreements in each Ameritech state containing standard terms and conditions for collocation which comply with the FCC’s governing rules.   See Collocation Amendment in the TCNet Unbundled Elements Ordering Guide (FCC Order Paragraph 38).





Shared Transport





filed tariffs and/or offered an amendment to interconnection agreements to make available, on an interim basis, the function of shared transport as defined in the FCC’s Third Order on Reconsideration. See TCNet Merger Related Information - FCC/Shared Transport Amendment (FCC Order Paragraph 55).





Effective on merger closing date plus 7 days, SBC/Ameritech will offer to amend interconnection agreements to incorporate the following:





Carrier to Carrier Promotions





	Unbundled Loop Discount





unbundled local loops used to provision local service to residential end user customers (FCC Order Paragraphs 45, 46). See TCNet Merger Related Information - FCC/Promotional Discounts on Unbundled Local Loops– Residential Services Amendment.  


	


      Resale Discount





telecommunication services that Ameritech provides at retail to subscribers who are not telecommunications carriers, where such services are resold to residential end user customers (FCC Order Paragraphs 47, 48, 49).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/Promotional Discounts on Resale Amendment.  





      UNE Platform





end-to-end combinations of UNEs used to provide residential POTS service and residential Basic Rate Interface ISDN service (FCC Order Paragraphs 50, 51, 52).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/ End to End UNE Combinations – Residential Services Amendment. 





Advanced Services OSS





a 25% discount off recurring and non-recurring charges applicable for unbundled loops used to provide Advanced Services (FCC Order Paragraph 18).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/Advanced Services OSS Discounts Amendment.





Alternative Dispute Resolution Through Mediation





an alternative dispute resolution mediation process to resolve carrier-to-carrier disputes regarding the provision of local services including disputes related to existing and effective interconnection agreements (FCC Order Paragraph 54 and Attachment D).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/Alternative Dispute Resolution Amendment.  





Loop Conditioning Charges





the rates for the xDSL loop conditioning services that are contained in any effective interconnection agreement, to which any SBC/Ameritech incumbent LEC is a party, that is identified by the Advanced Services provider in any state, provided that the rates for these services provided in the agreement are greater than zero.   The aforementioned rates will be in effect until state-specific rates are approved by the respective state Commission and are subject to true up (FCC Order Paragraph 21).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/Loop Conditioning Amendment.





Effective on merger closing date plus 7 days, SBC will:





Discounted Surrogate Line Sharing Charges





offer to provide discounted surrogate line sharing charges (FCC Order Paragraph 14).  See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/ Discounted Line Sharing Charges Amendment.





Effective on the first billing cycle that begins after merger closing date,  SBC will:





Restructuring  OSS Charges





eliminate all flat-rate charges, on a going forward basis, for access to SBC’s Remote Access Facility and the Information Services Call Center. See FCC – OSS Elimination of Certain Flat-rate Monthly Charges Amendment (FCC Order Paragraph 35). 





eliminate any manual processing charges, on a going forward basis, for orders of 30 lines or less associated with processing a manual order, for which an electronic interface is unavailable, that are in excess of the charges that apply for processing similar orders electronically (FCC Order Paragraph 35). See FCC – OSS Elimination of Certain Flat-rate Monthly Charges Amendment. 





Effective on merger close date plus ten days, SBC/Ameritech will:





Advanced Services OSS





offer to develop direct access to Ameritech’s service order processing system (the equivalent to SBC’s SORD) for pre-ordering and ordering components used to provide digital subscriber line and other advanced services (FCC Order Paragraph 15).  





provide access to Ameritech’s existing EDI (electronic data interface) for ordering components used to provide digital subscriber line (FCC Order Paragraph 15). 





Uniform & Enhanced OSS





offer to develop direct access to Ameritech’s service order processing system (the equivalent to SBC’s SORD) for resold local services, UNEs, and/or UNE combos (FCC Order Paragraph 29).  





offer to develop and deploy enhancements to the existing Electronic Bonding Interface for OSS that support maintenance and repair of resold local services, UNEs, and UNE combos (FCC Order Paragraph 30). 





Most Favored Nation Provisions for Out-of-Region and In-Region Agreements





make available certain “most favored nation” provisions based on out-of-region and in-region agreements (FCC Order Paragraphs 42, 43). 





Multi-State Interconnection & Resale Agreements





offer to negotiate an interconnection and/or resale agreement covering the provision of interconnection arrangements, services, and/or UNEs in two or more SBC/Ameritech states (FCC Order Paragraph 44).  





�
Access to Cabling in Multi-Unit Properties





offer to conduct a trial with one or more interested, unaffiliated CLECs in each of five large cities within the SBC/Ameritech states to identify the procedures and associated costs required to provide CLECs with access to cabling within multi-dwelling unit premises and multi-tenant premises housing small businesses where SBC/Ameritech controls the cable (FCC Order Paragraph 57).  Click here if you are interested in becoming a trial participant.





install new cables in a manner that will provide telecommunications carriers a single point of interface subject to the property owners approval (FCC Order Paragraph 58). 





Within 30 days of the merger close date, SBC/Ameritech will:





Uniform and Enhanced OSS





begin negotiation with interested CLECs for a uniform change management process (FCC Order Paragraph 32). See TCNet Merger Related Information – FCC/OSS Change Management Process Amendment.





SBC/Ameritech will be hosting a meeting for CLECs in all SBC regions to discuss a uniform change management process to be implemented in the 13-state area.  Until this initiative is finalized, the existing SWBT and Ameritech change management processes will be in effect.





OSS Assistance to Qualifying CLECs





designate and make available one or more teams of a sufficient number of  OSS experts dedicated and empowered to assist qualifying CLECs with OSS issues, provided that such qualifying CLECs have contracted for OSS in their interconnection agreements and have attended any OSS training required by their interconnection agreements (FCC Order Paragraph 36).  SBC/Ameritech has devised a process by which qualifying CLECs will be assigned a dedicated team to assist with OSS issues.  See TCNet News & Memos 10/18/99:  Qualifying CLEC Certification.  Once the aforementioned certification is complete, a listing of your designated support team will be provided.





Within 60 days of the merger close date, SBC/Ameritech will:





Advanced Services OSS





complete a publicly available Plan of Record, which shall consist of an overall assessment of SBC’s and Ameritech’s existing Datagate and EDI interfaces, business processes and rules, hardware capabilities, data capabilities, and differences, and SBC/Ameritech’s plan for developing and deploying enhancements to the existing interfaces for pre-ordering xDSL and other Advanced Services components (FCC Order Paragraph 15.c.1).








Multi-State Interconnection and Resale Agreements





make available to any requesting telecommunications carrier a generic interconnection and resale agreement with terms and conditions covering the SBC/Ameritech service area in all SBC/Ameritech states.  Pricing under this multi-state generic agreement shall be established on a state-by-state basis.  (FCC Order Paragraph 44).





Within 90 of the merger close date, SBC/Ameritech will:





OSS Assistance to Qualifying CLECs





identify and discuss in one or more CLEC forums, training and procedures that would be beneficial to qualifying CLECs (FCC Paragraph 36c).  Click here to participate in the November 11, 1999 CLEC forum for qualifying CLECs.


