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Description    

“Line splitting” is specifically the process by which two different CLECs share the use of an unbundled loop for the provision of voice and data services.  In order to line split using existing AT&T 2-State's (California and Nevada) offering, a CLEC may                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                purchase an xDSL-capable loop unbundled network element (“UNE”) from AT&T 2-State, and provide both voice and data services over the loop through use of a splitter located in the data provider’s collocation arrangement  and switching provided by a non-AT&T-ILEC source (CLEC-Switched Line Splitting).

Alternatively, CLECs may also use, if available, an unbundled local switching port with unbundled shared transport (ULS-ST) from AT&T 2-State to provide voice services over the loop (UNE Line Splitting).  Subject to any state commission-ordered exceptions, please note that as set forth in the FCC’s TRO Remand Order, specifically in 47 C.F.R. § 51.319(d)(2), as of March 11, 2005, CLECs “may not obtain,” and the AT&T ILECs are not required to provide access to local circuit switching on an unbundled basis for the purpose of serving, among others, end-user customers using DS0 capacity loops.1  

CLECs may also provide voice services in a Line Splitting arrangement by using AT&T West 2-States’ 271 Local Switching offering (271 Line Splitting).  271 Local Switching (271LS) is offered under agreement. 

While line splitting is specifically when one CLEC provides voice service and another CLEC provides data service, nothing in this process will prevent a single CLEC from using a loop to provision both data and voice services to its end user. 

AT&T 2-State permits CLECs to engage in line splitting in accordance with the FCC’s Triennial Review Order, 18 FCC Rcd. 16978 (2003) (as modified by Errata, 18 FCC Rcd. 19020 (2003)), and implementing rule, 47 C.F.R. § 51.319(a)(1)(ii).  In particular, AT&T 2-State supports line splitting where a CLEC:

· Leases a copper PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loop from AT&T 2-State and provides its own switching for the voice, or decides to obtain ULS-ST (if and to the extent available) or 271LS from AT&T 2-State along with the associated cross-connects; and 

· Combines the elements set forth above with its own (or a partner CLEC’s) splitter in a collocation arrangement in the central office where the xDSL-capable UNE loop terminates into a distribution frame or its equivalent.  
In a typical Line Splitting arrangement, the xDSL-capable UNE loop is terminated at a CLEC’s collocation arrangement where it is connected to a CLEC-provided  Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexer (DSLAM) and splitter (which may be integrated with the DSLAM).  The data portion of the line is routed to the data CLEC’s DSLAM, after being separated by the splitter.  The data CLEC (DLEC) typically collocates the DSLAM due to technical limitations and distance-sensitivity of xDSL.  The CLEC can pre-wire the splitter so that the voice service will be available immediately upon termination of the xDSL-capable UNE loop and ULS-ST port (if and as available) and/or 271LS port to the CLEC’s collocation arrangement.  The data provider will transmit its data service through the splitter enabling both the voice and data to co-exist on the shared xDSL-capable UNE loop.

How to begin

1. CLECs in a line splitting partnership should each contact their respective AT&T 2-State Account Manager to advise that your Company is interested in line splitting.

2. Verify your Company and your partnering CLEC have the appropriate contractual provisions required for the offerings you plan to purchase from AT&T West Region 2-State to use in your line splitting arrangement (both UNE, xDSL and collocation appendixes are required and, if 271LS is sought, a separate agreement). 
3. Both partnering CLECs need to determine which CLEC will be the owner of record of the offerings used in the line splitting arrangement.  AT&T 2-State only recognizes one customer of record of each offering that may be used  in a line splitting arrangement. 
4. The CLEC owner of record should determine which BAN(s) will be used to bill the offerings it will be purchasing for the line splitting arrangement, or submit a request for a new, unique “line splitting” BAN to be used.

5. Follow the process outlined below in “Sharing ACTLS ” prior to submission of an LSR(s) for a line splitting arrangement.
6. If available, provide your Account Manager with a non-binding line splitting forecast to share with AT&T 2-State Local Service Centers.

7. Understand all ordering and maintenance processes for line splitting prior to submitting your first LSR for a UNE(s) and/or 271LS port to be used in a line splitting arrangement.

NOTE:  With the availability of the LSP AUTH field on the Local Service Request (LSR) in March of 2004, AT&T 2-State no longer requires CLECs to submit a written Letter of Authorization (LOA) to notify AT&T 2-State of their intent to partner for the purposes of line splitting.  Instead, by use of the LSP AUTH field on the LSR, AT&T 2-State is assuming that a partnership or agency relationship exists between the two CLECs identified on the LSR, and therefore, AT&T 2-State will process the request accordingly.

Sharing ACTLs 

A requirement for the successful billing of a line splitting arrangement is to update AT&T billing tables to show that the ACTLs used in the collocation area for line splitting are related to the BAN chosen to bill the line splitting arrangement.

Steps for establishing the ACTL/BAN relationship:
1. Determine which CLEC in the line splitting arrangement will be the customer of record to receive billing from AT&T 2-State on each offering ordered.

2. The customer of record should determine which BAN it will use to receive billing on the offerings used in the line splitting arrangement.

3. If a new BAN is needed, the CLEC should contact its AT&T Account Manager to begin the BAN establishment process. Once the new BAN is established, CLEC should proceed to step 4 below.

4. If an existing BAN will be used, the CLEC customer of record will compile a list of the ACTLs to be used to terminate the offerings ordered.

5. To share ACTLs with an existing BAN, the CLEC customer of record should complete the form specifically designed to share ACTLs and the ACTLs spreadsheet.  Both forms may be downloaded from the Line Splitting section page.

6. CLEC should E-mail the completed form to the e-mail box indicated on the form, with a cc to its AT&T Account Manager.

7. Once the request has been completed, the CLEC, and the AT&T Account Manager will receive an e-mail notifying them that the BAN has been updated with the provided ACTLs.

8. This process must be completed prior to submitting any LSRs to establish a line splitting arrangement.

Agency Relationship/CLEC Partnership

An agency relationship exists when one CLEC/Agent has a business agreement to  perform ordering duties on behalf of the ordering CLEC.  

Prior to March 2004, AT&T 2-State required that CLECs notify AT&T 2-State of their partnership by providing a written letter of authorization between the two CLECs to their AT&T 2-State Account Manager(s).   However, in March of 2004, AT&T 2-State made available the LSP AUTH field on the LSR which now allows CLECs to indicate their agency/partnership without providing a written letter of authorization.

When using the LSR to indicate an agency relationship/partnership:

· The “LSP AUTH” field is populated with the AECN of the CLEC owner of the circuit. 

· The “CC” field contains the AECN of the company/agent submitting the LSR.  

· By populating the LSP AUTH field CLECs are indicating that an agency relationship exists between the owner of the facility and the company submitting orders on their behalf.  This is a binding relationship.

· AT&T 2-State will not manage or administer CLECs' partnership/agency relationships.  AT&T 2-State, for example, will not validate whether the orders/tickets are appropriate for a particular CLEC, or validate that an agent has a business relationship to operate on behalf of a CLEC.

· With the advent of this field in March of 2004, a written LOA is no longer required by AT&T 2-State.

911/E911

CLEC(s) that wish to convert an existing UNE-P or line shared arrangement to separate offerings in order to establish a Line Splitting arrangement (stand alone xDSL-capable loop and stand alone ULS-ST port, if and as available or a 271LS port) the end user will have two options available to them as it relates to 911/E911 Database maintenance functions for AT&T 2-State.  In order to take advantage of these options, a CLEC must contact the appropriate AT&T California/Nevada 911 Account Manager to review the procedures of the option chosen.  A Local Service Request (LSRs) should not be submitted until a CLEC has fulfilled all the necessary requirements to ensure 911 Database updates are cared for accordingly.   

Please refer to the 911 Products and Services section within the CLEC Handbook for California or Nevada.  

Possible applicable charges in a line splitting arrangement: 

· Charges will vary based upon the CLEC’s serving arrangement and associated products/services ordered by the CLEC and will be based upon the provisions of the CLEC’s state-specific interconnection agreement, 271LS agreement, and/or applicable tariff which govern the arrangement(s) and/or offerings, at least some of which will vary by state. 

· This is a list of charges (using a generic description) that are potentially applicable to a line splitting arrangement which is being provided for illustrative/informational purposes only, and may not be an comprehensive list of charges appearing on the bill.

· Specific rates can be identified by the CLEC by reviewing its state-specific Interconnection Agreement or tariff (where applicable).

· USOCs for each of these elements can be found in the CLEC Handbook. 

Optional features (where applicable)

Operator Services/Directory Listings services

ULS-ST analog port (if and as available)
· Recurring

· Non-recurring
271LS analog port

· Recurring

· Non-recurring

ULS-ST Usage charges (if and as available (MOU))
· ULS/ULS-ST – originating/terminating
· ULS/ULS-ST – tandem switching 
· UNE shared transport – blended transport/common transport

271LS-ST Usage charges (MOU)

· 271LS/271LS-ST – originating/terminating

Collocation-to-Collocation Connection

Service Order Charge(s) may include:

· Non-recurring – by activity requested (e.g., change, new connect, disconnect) /by order processing and/or flow through eligibility (e.g., mechanized, manual).

· Disconnect for UNE-P (when converting from a UNE-P arrangement to a line splitting arrangement)

· New connect for xDSL-capable UNE loop (used in connection with the line splitting arrangement). 

· New connect for ULS-ST port (if and as available) or 271LS port (as applicable) when used in connection with a Line Splitting arrangement. 

xDSL-capable UNE Loop charge/Connection Fee 

Cross Connect (Recurring & non-recurring)

· xDSL-capable UNE loop

· ULS-ST port (if and as available) or 271LS port
Conditioning of xDSL-capable UNE loop

Mechanized Loop Qualification
Ordering Processes

NOTE:  The scenarios listed below are the result of the 13-State Line Splitting Collaborative that have been held with AT&T West and the CLEC community.
Scenario 1  - Establish a New Line Splitting Arrangement             

To line split using existing offerings, the CLEC can issue separate LSRs:            

· One LSR ordering the PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE Loop to collocation arrangement (REQTYP A, ACT N)            

· One LSR ordering the ULS-ST port (if and as available) or 271LS port to collocation arrangement to provide the voice service (REQTYP F, ACT N)
LSR Examples for Scenario 1 are located in the Forms and Exhibits section.         

Scenario 2 - RESERVED          

Scenario 2a – Convert Existing UNE-P to a Line Splitting Arrangement   
A CLEC may issue a Single LSR to convert an existing UNE-P to a UNE Line Splitting arrangement. 

· 1 LSR, REQTYP A, ACT N, 2nd character of TOS = 'P' 
· The Telephone Number in the SHARED NBR field of the Loop Form identifies the working Loop with Port Telephone Number.    
· The information in the VCFA field provides the tie-down information for the Port.   
· The information in the CCEA field provides the tie-down information for the Loop. 

AT&T 2-State processes the single LSR scenario as follows:    

· Disconnects the existing ULS-ST port and UNE loop combination
· Establishes a new ULS-ST port (if and as available) or a 271LS port
· Establishes a new PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loop

For ordering purposes, the following would apply to the Single LSR process:

· AT&T 2-State recognizes one customer of record for each of  the ULS-ST port (if and as available) or the 271LS port and the xDSL-capable UNE loop identified by the BAN submitted on the LSR (Ordering and Billing).
· Data and voice CLECs must have agreement with each other to provide line splitting.
· Both CLECs must have the appropriate provisions in their Interconnection Agreements which contain the elements needed for their particular line splitting arrangement.  
· Feature changes on the ULS-ST port (if and as available) or the 271LS port are not allowed; a subsequent request is required. 

· All equipment required to provide the data service, including the splitter, is provided by the CLEC.
· Available for PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loops only    

· Acceptance testing is not available       

· Cooperative testing is available       

· Yellow Zone Process is available      

· Not available with multi-line hunting      

· Available with serial hunting 

LSR Examples for Scenario 2a is located in Forms & Exhibits.    
Scenario 3 - Convert existing Line Sharing to a Line Splitting Arrangement using 271 LS
CLECs may convert an existing line shared arrangement to a Line Splitting arrangement. For ordering purposes, the following would apply:

If the data CLEC providing the line sharing arrangement has a line splitting agreement with the winning voice CLEC, and will continue to provide data in the new UNE Line Splitting arrangement, the data CLEC can issue separate LSRs:
· One LSR disconnecting the Line Sharing service. (REQTYP A, ACT C, LNA D)
· One LSR to assume the Line Sharing Telephone Number to ULS-ST port (if and as available) or 271LS port (REQTYP F, ACT N) 
· One LSR to establishing the PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loop to collocation arrangement (REQTYP A, ACT N, LNA N)
· CLECs should use the RPON and NOR fields on the respective LSR pages of each request to relate the 3 LSRs
· Remarks section on all LSRs should read, 'Line Sharing to Line Splitting'. 

LSR examples for Scenario 3 located in the Forms & Exhibit Section.

Scenario 4 – RESERVED

Scenario 5 – RESERVED

Scenario 6 - UNE Line Splitting Arrangement to UNE Line Splitting Arrangement  

  
The following is AT&T 2-State current migration process using AT&T 2-State ULS-ST (if and to the extent available) and PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loop.

A two LSR process will apply if Voice CLEC in the UNE Line Splitting arrangement remains the same but the DLEC changes.  CLECs will issue:

· 1 LSR for ULS-ST port (if and as available) or 271LS port only telephone number REQTYP F, ACT C (to update the CFA assignment to correspond with the new DLECs CFA at their collocation space).

· 1 LSR for migration of PSD 5 xDSL-capable UNE loop REQTYP A, ACT V (to initiate migration of the xDSL capable loop to the ‘winning’ DLEC).
To ensure orders are worked together, the two LSRs should be related using the RPON and NOR fields on the respective LSR page(s) of each request.

 

LSR examples for Scenario 6 are located in the Forms & Exhibits section.  
Note:  For Scenario 6, CLECs should go to the ULS-ST Port menu, not the Line Splitting menu to obtain an example of the CFA change LSR request template.
Maintenance Processes

See Maintenance & Repair for Line Splitting section.   
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� In posting this information, AT&T 2-State does not waive, but instead expressly reserves, all of its rights, remedies, and arguments, including without limitation, the right to bill and collect any and all charges billed by AT&T 2-State to a CLEC for services, products, UNEs, etc. provisioned by AT&T 2-State to CLEC under the provisions of the Parties’ Interconnection Agreement(s) or tariff, as applicable. 
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